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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

1 . Claims 66-84, claim a "computer program embodying instructions 
executable by a computer". The claimed subject matter is nonstatutory functional 
descriptive material as stated in the MPEP 2106 Patentable Subject Matter. It is 
suggested that the applicant rewrite claims 66-84 in terms of "a computer 
readable medium, stored with, embodied with or encoded with a computer 
program or computer executable instructions". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. 

Claim 1 recites "send, to the CPU interface, a request to..., and send, to 
the CPU interface, the request to approve the association..." However, the 
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specification as originally filed does not adequately describe the features of claim 
1 as recited above. In Figure 2 and [001 8]-[0022] of the original disclosure, it is 
shown that the sending of the request, to the CPU interface, occurs when no 
request to approve the association between the one of the network ports and the 
source MAC address has been sent to the CPU interface, or when an approval 
for an association between the source MAC address and a different one of the 
network ports has been received from the CPU interface based on the 
determination of step 204 in Figure 2 and not both as claimed. Thus, without 
further teachings, one skilled in the art does not know how to make and use the 
claimed invention without undue experimentation. Similar issues occur in claims 
24, 47 and 66. 

Claims 2-23, 48-65 and 67-84 are rejected because of their dependency 
on the rejected claim. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, the recitation "send, to the CPU interface, a request to..., and 
send, to the CPU interface, the request to approve the association..." is vague 
and indefinite because the controller as shown in Figure 2 sends only one 
request per received packet and not two requests as claimed. Therefore, it is not 
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known the metes and the bounds of the claimed invention. Similar issues occur 
in claims 24, 47 and 66. 

Claims 2-23, 48-65 and 67-84 are rejected because of their dependency 
on the rejected claim. 

4. Regarding claim 24 line 2, the word "means" is preceded by the word(s) 
"port" in an attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a 
means for performing a specified function. However, since no function is 
specified by the word(s) preceding "means," it is impossible to determine the 
equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. See 
Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). Similar issues occur in the 
entire claims 24-46. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap 
between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted steps are: shown in 
Figure 2 steps 204, 206 and 210-218 which are defined in [0018]-[0022] of the 
original disclosure of the instant application. These omitted steps are critical and 
essential of understanding the claimed invention because the received packets 
have and must go through these omitted steps mentioned above to determine 
the appropriate way to send the request to approve the association between the 
SA and the port identifier. Similar issues occur in claims 24, 47 and 66. 

Conclusion 

6. Disclaimer: Due to the ambiguity and the confusion of the claimed 
language, the examiner could not compare the claims to any prior art at this time. 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

8. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 
numbers in the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the 
applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of 
the art and are applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other 
passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the 
applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as 
potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. In the case 
of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully requested to indicate 
the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure relied on for 
proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds of 
the claimed invention. 

When responding to this office action, applicants are advised to clearly 
point out the patentable novelty which they think the claims present in view of the 
state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. 
Applicants must also show how the amendments avoid such references or 
objections. See 37C.F.R 1.111 (c). In addition, applicants are advised to provide 
the examiner with the line numbers and pages numbers in the application and/or 
references cited to assist examiner in locating the appropriate paragraphs. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to HICHAM B. FOUD whose telephone number 
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is (571)270-1463. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 
10-6 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Pankaj, Kumar can be reached on 571-272-301 1 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/Hicham B Foud/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2419 
05/20/2009 
/Pankaj Kumar/ 



Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2419 



